
Agenda - Northern District AGM 

 

 

1. Welcome and silence in memory of those who have died during the past year 

Clive Moon welcomed everyone to a ‘very strange’ meeting and stated that he hoped everyone was keeping 

well. 

We remembered Bill Hedley who died this year and was very well known to Cramlington and the Northern 

District. 

 

2. Apologies  

Neil and Rita Cavill, Jaqueline Apperley, Barry and Alison Tymon, Karen Parkhouse, Mary Wilson, Trish 

Davie, Chris Teasdale, Ian Shaw, Jean and John Snook 

 

3. Attendance 

Jo Ayre, Clive Moon, Angela Cairns, Val Cowan, Andrew Cairns, Barbara Sutton, Gerald Lang, Diane 

Donnelly, David Donnelly, Carol Keys, Chris Morland, Karen McCleave, Andy Booth, Kristopher King, 

Yvonne Cairns, Howard Smith, Pat Sewell, Helen Dawson, Peter Dawson, Steve Edwards, Andy Bardgett, 

Stuart Henderson, Barbara Wheeler, Philip Green, Emma Tilson, Karen Dickinson, Kevin Webster, Anne 

Parkin, Neville Parkin, Steve Bell, Julie Bell, Helen Watson, Alan Barber, James Blackburn 

 

4. Minutes of the last Meeting 

Agreed and approved. 

 

 

5. Matters arising 

 

Andrew Cairns noted that the 10+12 bell weekend in February went well and excellent progress was made by 

those involved. 

Angela gave an update on subs. We are in a much better position than this time last year. Thank you to 

everyone for their hard work with using LoveAdmin and helping those who do not access the internet. 

Feedback from the D&N committee is that anyone who has now not paid for 2 years will be removed from the 

members list, according to the D&N rules (this was waved last year due to the issues with moving over to the 

electronic subs payment system) 

 

 

6. Annual Report (ND secretary) 

 

The year started well with the 6 bell striking competition heat at Newton hall, with Hexham, Ponteland and 

Wylam forward to the final, in that order. At the beginning of March we had a lovely visit to Berwick for our 

first and, unknown to us at the time, only district meeting. There was an excellent turnout and we shared a 

very nice tea in the Town Hall. We also welcomed a good number of new members to the District. The 

coronavirus pandemic then put a stop to all district ringing and very little ringing under strict guidelines has 

been allowed since. Some towers have continued to meet virtually using Ringing Room or just for social 

contact. I am optimistic that we will be able to continue with some ringing next year and if not by organising 

some virtual meetings.  

Sadly this year we said goodbye to Bill Hedley, formerly Tower Captain at Cramlington for about 47 years 

and before that tower captain at Gosforth. 

Added post meeting: 

At our AGM in December we re-elected Clive Moon as Chairman, Jo Ayre as Ringing Master and Angela 

Cairns as Secretary. 

 

 

 



7. Election of Officers: 

Clive handed over to Kris King as President of the Association. Kris gave thanks to the district officers for 

continuing in their posts and for work behind the scenes. He then issued a challenge to the Norther District not 

to be the greatest subs debtors next year. 

 

 

a. Chairman  

Clive Moon proposed by Yvonne Cairns, 2nd Peter Dawson. No other nominations were made and 

Clive was duly elected. 

 

b. Ringing Master 

Jo Ayre agreed to continue as there were no other nominations. Proposed by Neville Parkin, 2nd Val 

Cowan. 

 

c. Secretary 

Angela Cairns proposed by Julie Bell, 2nd Karen Dickinson. Elected. 

 

Barbara Wheeler was asked and agreed to continue as book seller. Thanks Barbara. 

 

8. Election of new members 

 

No new members 

 

 

9. Votes of thanks 

Clive thanked Angela for setting up the meeting. 

Andy Bardgett wished to record his thanks to Howard Smith for assistance with the bells at Bamburgh. 

 

 

 

10. Date of next Meetings 

D&N AGM 24th April 2021 

 

Angela said that she hoped we could get back to some ringing meetings in the next year, in the mean time is 

going to try ringing room so that if not we may be able to attempt some district ringing online. 

Karen McCleave said that Hexham have been using ringing room regularly on Thursday and Sunday. She has  

been ringing all over the country online. She invited members to join them. 

Karen issued an invitation to anyone wanting to try Ringing room to join the learners practice at North 

Shields. 

 

11. AOB 

Kris King thanked everyone for the numerous feedback he had received about printed reports. Mike works for 

the NHS and has been very busy, so corrections and a print run are expected after Christmas. He asked 

everyone to look out for an email for further requests from an Association officer. 

Andrew Cairns said he had been thinking about coming out of lockdown which might mean people had not 

been ringing for 12 months or more. He said towers might find themselves short as people had found other 

activities. He suggested beginners practices might help and be more encouraging than towers with few ringers. 

Gerald lang said that St. Paul’s has 14 ringers with only 4 being able to ring at a time, therefore the secretary 

had worked out a rota so that most ringers got a chance to ring. They are also having zoom meetings to keep 

in touch. He said that his ringers were raring to go as soon as they are allowed. They were surprised after the 

first time back how easy they found it. Ringing on 3 was a bit difficult but on 4 it went like a dream. 

Philip Green asked about ringing at Christmas. 

Karen Dickinson said that Bishops house have released a report. 

Steven Bell said that they are making arrangements for Christmas ringing. Speaking to the vicar and arranging 

access which is a bit more difficult due to ongoing works around the church. 



Yvonne Cairns said that Paul has been in touch with the vicar at Gosforth and there will be some ringing 

there. 

Angela, from the point of view of the NHS, requested that people are careful to follow the guidelines. 

Diane Donnelly said that they had found it hard to ring with masks on, particularly on bigger bells. 

Gerald stated they had completed a risk assessment with the vicar. They have hand sanitiser at the top and 

bottom of the stairs, keep a record of ringer’s attendance, have masks on and leave 72 hours between ringing. 

They also have a meeting planned with the vicar to discuss Christmas ringing. 

Val Cowan informed us of the problem at Morpeth as the bells are not in a church. The last ringing they had 

was for VJ day and they use an electronic system, which was used for remembrance day ringing. 

 

Thanks was given for attendance and the meeting closed at 16.42 


